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New criminal laws are transpar-
ent, tech-driven: HM Amit Shah
KOLKATA : The three new
laws, Bharatiya Nyaya
Sanhita (BNS), Bharatiya
Nagarik Suraksha Sanhita
(BNSS) and Bharatiya
Sakshya Adhiniyam (BSA),

are more transparent, tech-
nology oriented and timeline
oriented compared to the ear-
lier "colonial" criminal justice
system, Union Home Minister
Amit Shah said on Friday.

"The three new laws are
intended to strengthen the
protection of citizens, proper-
ty and victims while speeding
up the criminal justice
process. At the same time,
they are more victim centric

rather than punishment cen-
tric, unlike the previous sys-
tem," Shah said while
addressing an exhibition
highlighting provisions of the
BNS, BNSS and BSA.

He emphasised that provi-
sions such as Zero FIR, E FIR,
electronic evidence, forensic
evidence and online court
proceedings make the new
laws more victim centric.

Speaking on the occasion,

Shah also criticised the previ-
ous Mamata Banerjee led
Trinamool Congress govern-
ment, accusing it of deliber-
ately delaying notification for
the implementation of the
three new laws in West
Bengal."The notification was
not issued deliberately out of
fear that the castles of cor-
ruption built by the previous
ruling party would collapse in
minutes following the imple-

mentation of the three new
laws. In the Bengal elections,
we promised the people of
Bengal to form a government
of trust, not fear. The first file
that the new Chief Minister,
Suvendu Adhikari, signed
after assuming office was to
implement our three new
codes of justice and remove
the old laws of the British era.
From there, the work of
building trust instead of fear
began," Shah said.

He further claimed that
during the previous
Trinamool regime, proper
investigation was not con-
ducted in important cases
such as the R.G. Kar rape and
murder case, Kasba Law
College case, assault on
women at Sandeshkhali and
the Durgapur Medical College
rape case."We are emphasis-
ing increased use of technolo-
gy in the new code of justice
so that the police can gather
more technology based evi-
dence in their investigations.
This will speed up the trial
process," Shah said.

Union Minister Annpurna Devi leads discus-
sion on women's safety, empowerment
NEW DELHI : Union Minister
of Women and Child
Development Annpurna Devi
on Friday chaired the meet-
ing of the Consultative
Committee of Members of
Parliament attached to the
Ministry in Kolkata and dis-
cussed schemes for women's
safety, security and empow-
erment.

The meeting focused on
three key components of
Mission Shakti - One Stop
Centres (OSC), Pradhan
Mantri Matru Vandana
Yojana (PMMVY) and
SANKALP: Hub for
Empowerment of Women
(HEW). Members of
Parliament from both Houses
and senior Ministry officials
attended the meeting, an offi-
cial said in a statement.

Addressing the Members,
the Union Minister said the
Ministry is committed to real-
ising the Prime Minister's
vision for women-led devel-
opment and a Viksit Bharat.

She stated that Mission
Shakti is the government's
integrated scheme for the
safety, security and empow-
erment of women.

She explained that under
its 'Sambal' sub-scheme -
covering One Stop Centres,
Women Helpline, Beti Bachao
Beti Padhao and Nari Adalat -
the Central government pro-
vides 100 per cent financial
assistance to States and UTs.

Under the 'Samarthya'
sub-scheme - covering Hubs
for Empowerment of Women,
PMMVY, Shakti Sadan, Sakhi
Niwas and Palna - funding is
shared between the Centre
and States in the ratio of
60:40, and 90:10 for North
Eastern and Special Category
States. At the same time, UTs
without a legislature receive

100 per cent Central funding.
The Union Minister

informed the Members that
One Stop Centres, funded
under the Nirbhaya Fund and
being implemented since
April 1, 2015, provide inte-
grated support under one
roof to women affected by
violence and those in distress.

The scheme aims to set up
at least one OSC in every dis-
trict of the country. So far,
1,033 OSCs have been
approved, of which 991 are
functional and have assisted
over 15.20 lakh women, she
said. On PMMVY, the Union
Minister said that the
scheme, implemented pan-
India since January 1, 2017,
provides a cash incentive of
Rs 5,000 for the first child
directly into the Aadhaar-
seeded bank or post office
account of the mother in two
instalments - Rs 3,000 on reg-
istration of pregnancy and at

least one ante-natal check-
up, and Rs 2,000 on regis-
tration of childbirth and
completion of the first
cycle of vaccination.

Together with the bene-
fit under Janani Suraksha
Yojana, a woman receives
Rs 6,000 on average. A
cash incentive of Rs 6,000
is also given for the second
child if the child is a girl, to
encourage a positive atti-
tude towards the girl child,
she said.

The Minister of State,
Savitri Thakur, thanked
the Members for their
valuable inputs and
assured them that the
Ministry will continue to
work closely with States
and UTs and other
Stakeholders to ensure
that every woman in need
can access safety, security
and empowerment servic-
es under Mission Shakti.

Lawyer files complaint seeking FIR against Rahul Gandhi
for 'unauthorised' sit-in outside Delhi police station

NEW DELHI : Advocate
Sanket Gupta on Friday filed
a complaint, seeking the reg-
istration of a First
Information Report (FIR)
against Lok Sabha Leader of
Opposition (LoP) Rahul
Gandhi and Congress work-
ers and supporters for stag-
ing a sit-in outside the office
of the Deputy Commissioner
of Police at Delhi's Parliament
Street Police Station, without
permission. 

The complaint was filed
seeking registration of an FIR
under Section 189 of the
Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita,
2023.

Rahul Gandhi was staging

the sit-in to protest the
alleged refusal of the police to
register an FIR on a com-
plaint by a student who, the
Congress claimed, suffered
pellet-gun injuries during last
month's protests demanding
education reforms at the
Jantar Mantar in Delhi.

Later in the evening, Delhi
Police lodged an FIR against
unknown persons on the
complaint of the purported
pellet-gun victim.

Speaking to IANS, Sanket
Gupta said: "Today, I had
gone to the Delhi Police's New
Delhi District office, regard-
ing one of my old complaints.
I had some important work

there, but I could not get it
done. My client had also
accompanied me, but he too
could not meet the police offi-
cer. The reason was that a sit-
in demonstration was under-
way there, with Rahul Gandhi
ji and Congress workers cre-
ating a lot of noise, and the
entire atmosphere had
become very disturbed."

"I have filed a complaint
with the Delhi Police that if a
protest is being held there,
the sit-in demonstration
should be conducted accord-
ing to the rule of law. No one
has the right to take the law
and the Constitution for
granted and stage a protest,"
he added.

Citing a Supreme Court
order, the advocate said:
"Even the apex court says
that protest can be staged but
one has to follow the rules
and regulations."

"No one can block the
entry and exit of a police sta-
tion with their agitation.
Rahul Gandhi had staged an
unlawful assembly, I have
filed a complaint, seeking
action against that," he
added.

Gupta reiterated that an
FIR should be registered
against anyone disobeying
public order.

"According to an existing

(legal) section of that place,
any gathering of more than
five people cannot be held
there since it is a sensitive
area of New Delhi... Blocking
the gate of the DCP office,
where any urgent complaint
may come, for their own
political interests is complete-
ly wrong. That is why I have

22 Indian citizens on board two foreign-
flagged vessels hijacked by Somali pirates
NEW DELHI/MOGADISHU :

The Ministry of External
Affairs (MEA) on Friday con-
firmed that there are 22
Indian citizens on board two
foreign-flagged vessels that
have reportedly been
hijacked by pirates off the
coast of Somalia.  

The Eritrea-flagged oil
products tanker MT Sibu 1,
carrying 20 crew members -
including 16 Indian nationals,
one Syrian, one Sudanese and
one Iraqi - was reportedly
hijacked on Thursday by six
armed pirates in the Gulf of
Aden, roughly 30 nautical
miles off the coast of Yemen.

Another vessel, MV Lutuf
with 10 sailors on board,
including six Indians, was
seized off the coast of
Somalia's Puntland region.

"These are two ships
flagged abroad, meaning they
are flying the flag of another
country. There are 22 Indian
citizens on board- 16 on one
ship and six on the other.
What we have learnt so far is
that all 22 of our citizens on
board are safe. We are in
touch with the relevant
authorities on this matter so
that we can ensure the safety
and well-being of our peo-
ple," MEA spokesperson
Randhir Jaiswal said during a
bi-weekly media briefing in
New Delhi on Friday.

MEA has maintained that
India treats the safety and
security of its vessels and sea-
farers as a subject of high
importance and attaches high

priority to the issue with
Indian missions remaining in
constant contact with the
Ministry of Shipping, as also
with maritime authorities in
those countries and other
authorities as well, so that as
and when any support is
required to be provided to the
seafarers or Indian flagged
ships, they can do that.

Meanwhile, the European
Union's anti-piracy naval
force confirmed Friday that it
has launched an investigation
into the hijacking of Eritrea-
flagged oil products tanker
MT Sibu 1 and is monitoring
the vessel.It was seized by six
armed pirates in the Gulf of
Aden, roughly 30 nautical
miles off the coast of Yemen,
Xinhua news agency report-
ed.According to the EU Naval
Force Operation Atalanta, the
tanker initially broadcast a
distress call on VHF Channel
16, reporting that an unau-
thorised vessel was
approaching while it was sail-
ing westward.The EU anti-
piracy force said the six

armed individuals reportedly
boarded the tanker, took con-
trol of the vessel, and redi-
rected it toward
Somalia."Vessels operating in
the area are advised to main-
tain heightened vigilance,
adhere to Best Management
Practices for Maritime
Security, and immediately
report any suspicious activity
or relevant information to the
Maritime Security Centre
Indian Ocean and United
Kingdom Maritime Trade
Operations," it said. Piracy
along busy shipping lanes in
the Gulf of Aden and the Indian
Ocean has driven up insurance
costs, forced some shipowners
to bypass the Suez Canal in
favor of routes around South
Africa, and prompted naval
warship deployments to the
region.Somali piracy primarily
operates as a hijack-for-ran-
som enterprise, relying heavily
on onshore support networks
to supply food, water, fuel, and
the narcotic plant khat to mili-
tiamen guarding captured ves-
sels during ransom.


